Transformation from the inside out in Italy

As a young girl, I began serving the Catholic
Church with great fervor because I was searching for
God. Later on, as a treasurer, I administered the offer-
ings given for religious festivals and the poor. But my
heart remained cold and empty in spite of my spiritual
sensitivity and reverence for the Lord, and my
attempt to faithfully fulfill all my religious duties. The
Bible was an unknown book to me and my family. The
first time I recall hearing biblical truth presented was
when a priest spoke against idolatry. I was moved to
tears and cried, “Lord, am I serving you or idols?”

I suffered from severe, almost uncontrollable
hypertension that worsened when my father died of a
stroke. The doctor warned me that if I didn't take care
of myself, I could die the same way.

After my father's funeral, a family friend (a believ-
er from the Emanuele Mennonite Church at Capaci)
came to visit us. He shared what Jesus was doing in
his life. When he saw my eager responsiveness to the
Gospel, he asked if he could bring his pastor to visit
me. | was ready!

Janet Blosser and our friend's wife made the first
visit. Janet's warm, loving embrace ministered to my
heart. We began reading Isaiah 53:4-5 together,
“Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sor-
rows. . . he was crushed for our iniquities; the punish-
ment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed.” The last phrase of this pas-
sage struck me deeply because of my need for physi-
cal and spiritual healing. God had already prepared me
to receive Him. As I wept tears of repentance before
the Lord, I immediately experienced forgiveness,
acceptance, and peace as I felt God's arms around me!
I asked forgiveness for the years I'd wasted. I under-
stood that God does not want sacrifices, rituals, or
good works but an open heart before Him. As inner
transformation took place, my blood pressure
returned to normal. I began attending the newly-
opened Shalom Mennonite Church in Palermo and
was among the first believers there.

My husband was converted nine months later.
Floyd and Janet Blosser discipled us. One evening
they helped us “clean” our house of all our idols and
images. Since then a wonderful peace pervades our
home. My relatives and friends were very critical and

tried to con-
vince us to
renounce our
decision to fol-
low Jesus.

About five
years ago
Francesco
Picone
preached at
our church on
Isaiah 6:8,
“...Whom
shall I send?
And who will
go for us?’ A in s A
And I said, ‘Here am 1. Send me!”” I responded to the
call to commit myself to sharing God's transforming
message with others. I prayed for three months and
God spoke clearly, “Go to your neighbors!” Many of
them knew what a cantankerous person I once was!
In obedience, but with fear and trembling, I visited the
32 homes in our 8-floor apartment building, inviting
them to come to my house for coffee and to read the
Bible and pray together each Wednesday at 5 p.m. My
pastor, Pino and Rosanna Arena, led this meeting for
two years. As a result, my neighbor, Angela, become a
fervent believer. Soon thereafter she was diagnosed
with a malignant tumor but the Lord honored our
prayers and she was healed. She has joined me in
ministering to our neighbors. Others in our building
are interested and often come ring my doorbell to talk
and pray about their problems and needs.

This summer I have served on several teams
organized by SFIDA, the missions commission of the
Italian Mennonite Church. It has been a wonderful
experience to assist with the Settimana Felice (Happy
Week) for kids here in Bari. For me there is no
greater joy than leading others to the One who was
crushed and wounded so that by His grace our lives
are healed and transformed.

* Rita Scardisco, as told to Eva Eberly
Shalom Mennonite Church, Palermo, Italy
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Dear busy, fearful friends

How did I know this
much about you? I've been
pondering the responses
submitted on the evening
of VMC assembly when we
considered the theme,
“Spirit Led...guided” When
answering the question of
what tends to interfere A -
most with your journey with ~ Owen Burkholder
Jesus, busyness was named ~ Conference Minister
the most often. For several, the busyness was with
doing good things. A close second to busyness was
fear of what others may think.

It is fascinating to note, then, the responses to
the second question, “What commitment(s) are
you being called to make?” The most often noted
urgings were to focus and commit the use of time
to the Holy Spirit. With about the same frequency,
was the commitment to trust God.

If, as we were asked, we were listening to the
voice of the Holy Spirit in noting our callings, we
have the Spirit's antidote for busyness and for fear

It seems, further, that the Spirit is saying that
trust in God is the antidote for fear of others. How
do we enhance the level of trust that seems to be
our side of the effort of bringing in the kingdom of
God? Words fail: “just do it,” “become like chil-
dren,” “cast your cares on Jesus.” With a conscious
effort of our inner being, we lift our faces and state
our commitment to Jesus as Lord of All. Then, we
cultivate that through the development of our
minds by reading the testimony of God's trustwor-
thiness in the Scriptures. We develop our inner
beings by prayer, interacting with God, confessing
when we know we are wrong, arguing our case
when we are angry, naming the mystery of silence.

After awhile, we will be so intrigued by our
journey with the Spirit that our fear of our friends
may dissipate.

Hear again, busy, fearful friends, the invitation
of Jesus: “come, follow me.” That invitation prom-
ises his presence for the fear and his direction for
the busyness.

of others. (This sure takes a burden away from the / . :,/ 4 ‘”, // (v"zj o
preacher—the answers are coming from persons o 7 2 AR e L Sl A
interacting directly with the Spirit of Jesus).
It seems that the Spirit is saying that busy peo-
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Finding the path of
nonresistance

As a cadet at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, I
read with rapt interest a pamphlet, “May a
Christian Serve in the Military?” by General
William Harrison. Harrison's essay, and the coun-
sel of senior officers, convinced me that military
service was consistent with my Christian faith. I
had also been especially attracted to the Coast
Guard's humanitarian missions. So, I stayed at the
academy and, in 1977, embarked on a career as a
Coast Guard officer. I became an expert with a rifle
and pistol, learned self-defense, studied naval strat-
egy and anti-submarine warfare and wrote military
readiness plans.

Then, in 1980, I was attending a Bible study
made up of Navy and Coast Guard officers and
their families. After an evening of study and fellow-
ship, a naval officer jokingly remarked, “It's hard to
believe we're all trained killers.” The truth and
irony of his humor struck me. That was one of
many incidents God used in my life to bring me to
a place where I embraced Jesus' path of nonresis-
tance.

If God's plan is for those who call Jesus “Lord”
to be like him, can Christians continue to submit
their intellect and energy to an institution whose
primary purpose is to kill the soldiers and sailors
of nations opposed to U.S. political interests? Can a
Christian, in good conscience, operate the missile
silos that could release nuclear weapons on unsus-
pecting millions?

My dramatic change of position was caused by
a fresh reading of scripture, a closer examination of
Jesus' example, a personal tragedy, and a better
understanding of church history. As I studied the
life and teaching of Jesus, it became clear to me
that he taught pacifism. In the Sermon on the
Mount, he declared, “Blessed are the peacemak-
ers.” He taught us to “turn the other cheek” and
“love our enemies.” Jesus not only taught nonre-
sistance, he practiced it, even to the point of his
own death.

Today, I see Jesus's example of nonresistance
as a spiritual discipline that I need to cultivate in
my life, similar to other spiritual disciplines, like
prayer and fasting.

I have come to understand that the Christian
church includes people from every tribe and
nation, even those nations the U.S. government
may be fighting against, and as a Christian, my pri-
mary allegiance is not to the United States as a cit-
izen, but to Jesus and His kingdom.

* Steve Carpenter
Conference Coordinator

Kevon Swaby, Philip Rhodes,
and Terrence Bennett have
fun after school has let out
for the day. Both Terrence
and Kevon were in Philip’s
Bible Study.
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Power beyond expectations

A little over a year ago as I was flying in an airplane toward so many
unknowns, it was hard to make my thoughts dwell on only one thing. But the
year to follow was to be one of growing faith, my expectations giving way to
the will of God and the powerful love He wanted to show through me in sur-
prising new ways.

As I began to adjust to my new life in a Jamaican culture that I knew very
little about, I prayed for God’s guidance into the areas of ministry in which He
could use me most effectively. Ridge Mennonite Church was a great place to
begin. Hoping to lighten the load of the leaders and to be a positive Christian
role model for the youths, I began teaching a youth class, helping to coordi-
nate youth meetings, preaching once a month, and sharing my love for music
with them. They quickly became like a family, encouraging and supporting me
as I lived and worked among them.

From the outset, it seemed like working at Maranatha School for the Deaf
could not be an area of ministry for me for one obvious reason...I did not
know any sign language! And yet, as I began to learn the language and meet
the kids, I saw the huge potential for ministry among them. Nearly every
child came from a broken home and they had very few mentors or role mod-
els...and even less whom they could communicate with effectively about seri-
ous issues. From the beginning, then, my prayer was this: “God, please help
me to learn sign language quickly so that I can tell these children more about
you and how much you love them. Let me be the father they never knew or
the Christian brother they never had.” In a surprisingly short time, God
answered my prayers; soon we were spending evenings just talking and hav-
ing fun and eventually we even began having Bible studies on Friday nights.
As each week ended throughout the year, I would always look back at those
Bible studies as one of the main highlights. It was so wonderful to see the
children sharing insights and gaining understanding of Jesus and the
Bible...and asking great questions all the while!

And so, as I think about my experiences in Jamaica, it’s wonderful to see
the powerful hand of God working far beyond my mind’s limitations. I had
seen myself as an assistant to pastor Robert Henry; but God saw me to be an
assistant to Keith Allen, working alongside him to stabilize a very young
Mennonite congregation. I had seen myself as a part-time teacher at a school
for deaf children, learning sign language on the side; but God saw me to be a
full-time teacher and sign language as central to one of my most important
ministries. I will always praise the Lord for calling me to Jamaica and for guid-
ing me through all of my unknowns into the blessings of service.

¢ Philip Rhodes



2004 Conference Agsembl Y

Wow! As you can see from these pictures, those

who gathered at Eastern Mennonite University, July

8-11 experienced a varied and exciting summer
Assembly and YouthFest. This year's event was
presented by Virginia Mennonite Conference in
partnership with EMU, VMBM and Jerichofest.

Our theme was “Spirit Led: beloved...gifted...
guided...sent” What a
joy it was to gather with
the nearly 500 people
who registered, includ-
ing 150 delegates, 99
youth or youth sponsors
and 43 children.

I sensed God's
leading in our
deliberations

and the power of
the Holy Spirit

in our worship.
God's presence
was especially
palpable on
Saturday night
when

Conference Minister Owen Burkholder
preached on the guiding of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord used Owen's preaching, followed
by the liturgical dance of God's Girls from Mt.
Pleasant Mennonite Church in Chesapeake, as an
entry point to break in upon our gathering in a pow-
erful way.

James Stauffer, who was present during our time
of worship remarked, “It reminded me of the
revival services we used to hold on this campus 50
years ago.”

Each of the four worship events was well
attended with about 1400 gathered in EMU's
Commons on Sunday morning to experience the
preaching of John Powell, Mennonite Missions
Network Director of Missional Church
Development. Worship that morning included a
commissioning service for more than 70 pastors
and mission workers who are actively engaged in
ministry in and for Virginia Mennonite Conference
or Mission Board.

Liston, Juline, & Avia Aiken,
fraternal Jamaica delegates,
brought the message on
Friday night

. ‘80 [l Kimberlee Greenawalt, Conference Youth Minister,
- “'."-was taped to the wall to raise funds for Bible quizzing

Jason and Donna artin,
missionaries in Bari, Italy, participate in a workshop

Duane Yoder, pastor of Lindale Mennonite Church,
leads a Bible study




Ben and Kathy Risser participate in the Sunday
morning commissioning service. Ben was recently
installed as pastor at Ridgeway Mennonite Church.

It was clear from John's message that each of us
is sent by God to be actively engaged in His work
and purposes. Offerings from the four worship serv-
ices raised nearly $19,000 for the ministries of VMC
and VMBM.

However, we were saddened by the absence of
the Calvary Community. All delegates from the
newly formed Calvary District were in Hampton,
Va. mourning the sudden death of Steven Francisco,
pastor of Calvary Community Church West.

This year's Assembly included a Youthfest. Each
morning, teens gathered for their own worship and
then met along with the adults for Bible teaching by
Duane Yoder, pastor of Lindale Mennonite Church.
In the afternoons there were special workshops and
recreational activities for the youth followed by
VOW, a Christian band from Alabama on Friday
night and Panic Squad, a hilarious west coast improv
comedy team on Saturday evening. Youth atten-
dance quadrupled from last year to this.

Richard Early, pastor of Grace Mennonite
Church, tells of being struck by lightning

Perusing the World Neighbors
International Fair

God’s Girls, from Mt. Pleasant Mennonite Church

Panic Squad, improv comedy team,
entertained on Saturday night

inext year's assembly at Virginia

i Commonwealth University in
'Richmond, July 28-30, 2005. Look for
'another Youthfest in 2006 back at EMU.

__________________________________

M Rachel Swartzendruber,
. VMC Staff Assistant, tells
a children’s story at
Sunday’s worship



Va. Conference welcomes new moderator

: “I'm excited about the
future of Virginia Mennonite
Conference and am looking
forward to growing with oth-
ers in my role as Conference
B8 Moderator,” said Beryl Jantzi.
- In July, the Virginia
Mennonite Conference dele-
gates who were gathered at
Assembly selected Beryl

g Jantzi, lead pastor of
Harrisonburg Mennonite
Church, to succeed Dr. Joseph Longacher as VMC's
Moderator. Joe competed two three-year terms as
Moderator and was ineligible for another term.

“It is my desire to work along with Conference
staff as we lead together from the center. As an
Anabaptist people, we discern God's purposes as a
community gathered around the Scriptures and
interpreting them for our own day. I desire to find
new ways of pooling our spiritual gifts as a
Conference,” said Jantzi.

He senses that the Conference is in place to help
facilitate the defining of our mission and ministry as
congregations and encourages more clear focus on
the missions to which we are called, even though
the particulars of the missions may be somewhat dif-
ferent from one congregation to another.

Beryl began serving Harrisonburg Mennonite
Church eight years ago. Prior to moving to this com-
munity in 1996, Beryl, Margo, Rose and Melissa
lived in Ephrata, Pa., where Beryl served as co-pas-
tor at Akron Mennonite. In addition to ministry at
AMC and HMC, Beryl also served as associate pas-
tor at Zion Mennonite, Broadway, Va., from 1988-
1991 and at Warwick River Mennonite, Newport
News, Va., as youth pastor from 1986-1988.

Beryl received a B.A. in Religious Studies from
the University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, in 1982.
After serving as a youth pastor for 6 years, he went
on to earn his Master of Divinity from EMS in 1991
and completed a Doctor of Ministry from Lancaster
Theological Seminary in 1999.

Since 2002, Beryl has been a member of MC
USA's Missional Church Team. He has also served
as chair of VMC's Missional Church Team and was
on the Committee of Directors at EMHS.

Beryl's wife, Margo, is a gifted education teacher
for the Rockingham County Schools and their two
daughters Rose and Melissa attend EMHS as 8th
and 6th graders, respectively. For fun the family
enjoys travel, biking, and reading. Beryl also enjoys
playing his guitar, racquet sports and riding his 1983
Yamaha Heritage Special.

Beryl Jantzi at Victoria Falls,
Tanzania, part of his travels
while attending the 2003
Mennonite World
Conference in Zimbabwe.

* Steve Carpenter
Conference Coordinator

Sharing love in Lura

In June, four Shenandoah Valley young people,
Vincent and Austin Rhodes, Cheryl Heatwole, and
Stephanie Yoder joined five young Albanian believers
and had the awesome experience of sharing Jesus'
love with children and young people in Lura, a remote
mountain community nestled in a small valley in
northern Albania. Four hours beyond the asphalt on a
rough dirt road, Lura has a small group of believers
but no established church. Our goal was to be an
encouragement to the 24-year-old Christian leader in
the community, be friends with and role models for
Albanian youth, and be a Christian witness.

Each morning up to 35 children appeared in our
yard and we'd start with enthusiastic Albanian
singing. After dividing into two groups according to
age, we told a story and our Albanian teammates
translated. They also led in memorizing Bible verses,
and then the class concluded with pictures to color or
other learning activities.

After class, all the children joined in games -
delightedly introducing the Americans to new words
and game rules. We taught Bible lessons they had
never heard, but in the end realized that it was our
nonverbal communication that might have made a
more lasting impression. Sharing God's love is not
bound to speaking the language, even though that is
important for sharing a greater understanding of
Christ. We knew that our actions spoke loudly when
the young adult men, who came in the evenings for a
Bible lesson and some hardcore volleyball, decided to
make Austin their “international goalkeeper” because
they realized he wouldn't cheat and they could trust
his scores.

Yes, we clearly had an impact on Lura, but the
experience also had a lasting impact on our team—
both American and Albanian. We will treasure the
friendships we forged as we lived and worked togeth-
er to share God's love with others.

* Stephanie Yoder

Mennonite Mission Network and Eastern Mennonite

Missions invite you to join us in celebrating
Mennonite Witness with the
Messianic Movement in Israel:
Celebrating 50 Years

Roy and Florence Kreider  Paul and Bertha Swarr
September 24-25, 2004
East Petersburg Mennonite Church
East Petersburg, Pa.
RSVP by Sept. 1 (toll-free) 1-866-866-2872
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Stephens City (Va.) Mennonite Church will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary on Sept. 11-12.
On Saturday, 4-8 p.m., join us for a fellow-
ship meal, singing and a time of reminisc-
ing. Bring stories and photos related to
SCMC’s history, as well as food for the fel-
lowship meal. On Sunday, share breakfast
at 9:30 a.m. and worship at 10:30 a.m. For
more information, call 540-869-5037,
e-mail scmc@visuallink.com or visit client.visu-
allink.com/~scmc.

Warwick River Christian School, sponsored by Warwick
River, Huntington, and Providence congregations, is
seeking qualified applicants to replace present
Administrator/Director of Development, Gordon
Zook, who plans to retire next summer. With enroll-
ment expanding to 350 students in K3 thru G8, we
are seeking one or two persons for the positions of
Administrator and/or Director of Development.
Applicants must have a vision for Christ-centered
education in harmony with the Mennonite Church,
along with relevant experience in education, admin-
istration, and/or development. Convey personal
interest or suggestions of candidates to Search
Committee Chair: Danni Clark, 252 Lucas Creek
Rd., Newport News, VA 23602 or
clarkdd@juno.com.

Bike Shenandoah 2004
Cycle for Service
Saturday, Sepltember 25, 2004

Bike Shenandoah, a fundraiser for
Virginia Mennonite Board of
Missions, Mennonite Central
Committee, Mennonite Media, and
Patchwork Pantry, will be held
September 25 in Harrisonburg.
Congregations will provide rest
and refreshment stops. Bike routes
will range from 5 to 100 miles. For
more information, contact Laura

Moyers at (540) 434-9727 for brochures or registra-
tion forms, email bikeshen@vmbm.org or visit
www.bikeshenandoah.org

The Virginia Mennonite Relief Sale will be held Friday,
October 1, 4 p.m. - 9 p.m, and Saturday, October 2,

7 am. - 3 p.m at the Rockingham County
Fairgrounds, Harrisonburg, Va. Proceeds will benefit
Mennonite Central Committee.

Virginia Mennonite
Conference announces
their annual Junior High
Youth Retreat, Sept. 25-
26, at Smith Mtn. 4-H
Center, near Roanoke,
Va. The featured speak-
er is Lana Miller, an
associate director at
the Mennonite Church USA Office of Convention
Planning. For brochures or registration information,
contact Kimberlee Greenawalt, Conference Youth
Minister at (540) 434-9727 or email
kimberlee.greenawalt@vmconf.org.

Al

commandments

Cathy and Jim Bowman
of Harrisonburg,
Va., are beginning a
four-year MCC
assignment in
Kenya as country
co-representatives.
The Bowmans pre- 3
viously served with 1'% '

MCC in Indonesia.

They attend Park View Mennonite Church,
Harrisonburg.

Pastoral Transitions

John Lehman was installed as
chaplain at Virginia Mennonite
Retirement Community,
Harrisonburg, Va., July 8, trans-
ferring from the Ohio
Conference. He is married to
Barbara Moyer Lehman.

Ken Peterson was installed as
pastor of Providence
Mennonite Church, Newport
News, Va., and began his serv-
ice June 13. He is married to
Carol Peterson.

Connections (USPS 007-205)
Virginia Mennonite Board of Missions
Virginia Mennonite Conference

901 Parkwood Drive

Harrisonburg, VA 22802-2498
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