
Virginia Mennonite
Conference &
Board of Missions

June 2005
Vol. 15, No. 8

Most of Community Mennonite Church's troupe
that toured the Middle East had never heard of their
national organization's Congregational Advocacy
Award.

“The award was a complete surprise to me,” said
Tim Jost, a law professor at Washington and Lee
University and a member of Community Mennonite's
group that last year visited Israel and Palestine on a
goodwill trip.

Community Mennonite's quest for harmony and
equality in 2004 included letter-writing projects, cof-
fee sales and a sign promoting peace, and recently
earned the downtown Harrisonburg church the
Mennonite Central Committee Washington Office
2005 Congregational Advocacy Award for the church's
involvement in various area and global issues related
to peace. 

The award annually honors member churches'
efforts toward peace and equality. The award is given
in memory of early anti-slavery witness by
Mennonites in the United States.

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) functions
as a relief, service, and peace agency of the North
American Mennonite and Brethren in Christ church-
es.  MCC's mission statement reflects a biblical call-
ing, based on verses 35 and 36 from Matthew 25, to
“care for the hungry and the thirsty, the stranger and
the naked, the sick and those in prison.”

Last year, Community Mennonite's projects for
peace included the church's written support for the
national “Bridges Not Walls” campaign, a response to
an Israeli-built fortified wall on the West Bank.
Community Mennonite's members mailed 225 letters
and 25 drawings to legislators, urging government
representatives to spur Israelis and Palestinians to
cooperate with each other. At issue, church members
said, is the wall on the West Bank that divides Israel
and Palestine.

“That wall makes life difficult for the
Palestinians,” said Dorothy Jean Weaver, leader of
several gatherings from Community that recently vis-
ited Israel and Palestine. “Israelis say it is a security
barrier to keep Palestinians from blowing themselves
up [in terrorist suicide missions] in Israel. To
Palestinians, this is a wall that intends to take more of
their land.”

Community Mennonite also backed MCC's Coffee
Project, a movement that urges congregations to buy
coffee bought from producers at fair prices, and pub-
licly opposed the U.S. war in Iraq.

Pastor Ray Hurst said that his church placed a
sign in the building's front yard at the start of the war
in Iraq that reads “Praying for Peace, Mourning the
Violence.”

“This congregation responds to our government
leaders with a biblical passage for justice and peace in
our world,” Hurst said. He added that his church
members also wrote state and national lawmakers to
protest the U.S. government's use of tax money for
war. About 60 members joined an anti-war protest last
year in Washington.

Hurst said his church's stand on such touchy sub-
jects as war represents many Community Mennonite
members' personal beliefs that, he added, ally with
Scripture.

Following the Vision
MCC recognizes Community Mennonite
for Peace Projects

Ray Hurst, pastor of
Community Mennonite
Church, Harrisonburg, says
the work that earned his
church MCC’s 2005
Congregational Advocacy
Award simply reflects
Community’s response to a
Christian calling.

By Tom Mitchell, Daily News-Record
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Aldine Weaver Musser is co-pastor
with her husband Jim at Stephens City
Mennonite Church.  She wrote this in
response to my request for stories of mis-
sional lives, about the lives of her parents,
William and Viola Weaver. 

“My parents are residents of Virginia
Mennonite Retirement Community and

members of Mt. Vernon Mennonite Church.
Yesterday I stopped in to see how my mother was

recovering from knee surgery.  In her room was an
EMU college student who had chosen to develop a
relationship with my mother to meet a requirement
for a Psychology class.   I was invited to sit with
them.  I learned that my mother also has relation-
ships with Art students at JMU. 

In the half hour I sat in this small room several
residents stopped in to ask about plant care, activities,
report about their well-being that day, and she had at
least three phone calls. 

It reminded me of the times she also welcomed
people into ‘our home’ by phone or from across the
street, especially those who were open to the trans-
formation that God brings when we surrender and
become involved in God's mission.  She was caring
for five of her own children plus neighborhood chil-
dren who found comfort (and maybe a snack) in our
home on the second floor of a row house. 

When I inquired about where Dad was yesterday, I
discovered he too was building relationships by caring
for people who needed a ride to the doctor, hospital,
or store.  Together they have made a life that reveals
to me that wherever they live they are open to join in
God's activity.

Photos of some of the people they had relation-
ships with through the years are artfully propped on
the bookcase.  One who struggled for years calls
"Mom and Dad" by the same name we children do.
An African-American woman who had an illegitimate
child at 16 years of age is now a deaconess in the
church.  A teenage boy who wrecked my father's only
car was open to explore God's plan and purpose for
his life. Dad made arrangements for him to go to col-
lege and become a Christian lawyer.  One young man
is now a pastor in the Mennonite Church USA.  The
relationship stories include people from South
Seventh Street Mennonite Church where Dad gave
pastoral leadership and from Camp Hebron where
they lived and worked and gave leadership to the
birth of a Mennonite church.

My parents have not retired from being missional.
They seem as excited about what God is doing
around them and through them as I observed them to
be in their younger years.  They continue to nurture
their own relationship with God by the reading of the
Holy Scriptures and prayer.  I have heard them pray
for their pastors, other church leaders, their children,
and many of these other relationships they have nur-
tured along the way.”
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The transformative power of missional lives
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Logan and Drew were good first grade buddies.
They always loved playing together. They were
also beginning to share a mutual dislike for another
boy in their class who always wanted to pick on
them. This boy, Jack, especially loved to constantly
pull on Drew's coat. This really started to bother
Logan, as his friend Drew was small and he felt
that Jack was taking advantage of him. Drew went
home and told his mother that he didn't want to
wear his coat to school anymore because of Jack.
Drew's mother was ready to go to the principal to
complain about Jack.

One day, Drew and Logan were at Logan's
house playing and decided that they wanted to pray
for people they knew. Logan's mother suggested
that they pray for Jack. “Oh no,” they said, “ we
don't want to pray for our ‘worstest’ enemy.”
However, after talking about it more, they did
include Jack in their prayers.

The next day Logan came home to tell his
mother that Jack was not his ‘worstest’ enemy
anymore. “What happened,” his mother asked.
“Well,” Logan started, “Drew and I were talking on
the playground and we decided that Jesus wouldn't
be mean to someone like Jack, so we shouldn't be
mean to him either. So we just went over to him
and asked him to play with us. Jack said, “yes, I
want to play with you.” After that, Jack played
nicely with both Logan and Drew and they became
friends. 

Some time later, after celebrating Jack’s birth-
day with him, Logan turned to his mother and said,
“I just can't believe that I just had ice cream with
my ‘worstest’ enemy.” 

• Logan Martin, first-grade student 
and Paula Martin, his mother

Stuarts Draft, Va.

From ‘worstest’ enemy
to buddies

Orval and Dorothy Shank 
display a gift from the
Trinidadian church for their
two months of service. 

“It's part of the way we understand the call to fol-
low Jesus,” he said. “Jesus certainly put his neck out
politically [around the Romans and Jewish religious
leaders.] We believe that being a follower of Jesus
means that we stick our necks out and speak with
passion and integrity about our convictions.”

Weaver, a professor of New Testament at Eastern
Mennonite Seminary, said the church's award showed
that involvement for just causes counts.

“The most significant thing the award represents
is that the engagement of congregational members
makes a difference,” Weaver said.

Jost, who helped draft his group's letter to legisla-
tors, said the importance of results pales beside the
relevance of obeying the Bible.

“Jesus freed the oppressed and helped the poor,”
Jost said. “I see that as a mission of those who claim
to be followers of Jesus.”   

• Tom Mitchell is a staff writer for the Daily News-Record,
Harrisonburg, Va.

Community Mennonite Award continued from cover

If you have peace stories to share, please send them to 
Dave and Krista Powell at ecopow@ecollc.net

Stories of Peace
sponsored by the Peace Coordinators
of the Virginia Mennonite Conference

Correction: Andrew,
Lisa and Jeremy Eggman,
who are beginning a year
of service in China, are
members of
Harrisonburg Mennonite
Church, not Park View
Mennonite as reported in
the May issue.

Update: Le Thi Hong Lien has been
released from prison on April 28 in
Vietnam, after serving ten months of
her one-year sentence. She became
mentally ill after being tortured and
abused, and was eventually trans-

ferred to Bien Hoa Mental Hospital in March. She
will continue to participate in her church with her
family despite being ordered not to.  

“I've never heard this before!” said one partici-
pant in the sessions on Biblical stewardship princi-
ples being taught by Orval and Dorothy Shank,
Ridgeway Mennonite Church, Harrisonburg, in
Trinidad.  As the Shanks met with members of four
congregations, they explained the most important
principle first:  we are stewards of the Gospel and
we give ourselves to the Lord and others.  

Class discussions shaped the principles into the
Trinidad context so that the learning was very
practical. The homework that was assigned asked
participants to search Biblical passages related to
money.  As one pastor said, “the Bible is full of
stewardship teaching!”

Orval and Dorothy related the story of a church
member who heard the stewardship teaching
regarding tithing. She decided to tithe her income
and after doing so for several weeks, an uncle in
New York called and asked her how soon she
wants to work on home improvements; he had
ordered a thousand blocks for her and her husband
to use.  Another relative gave a gift of money.  God
honored her faithfulness!  Orval and Dorothy urged
her to tell her congregation about this so that oth-
ers may be encouraged to follow the Biblical
instruction on tithing.

Orval and Dorothy experienced God's grace
during their two-month teaching assignment in
Trinidad.  They say, “We planted the seeds and are
allowing God to create the increase.”

• Gloria Lehman
Caribbean Regional Assistant

Seeds of stewardship
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Mennonite Men is made up of regional repre-
sentatives from across Canada and the U.S. Glenn
Horst, of Winchester, Virginia, is a board member
representing the Virginia Mennonite Conference. 

Mennonite Men has planned a men's breakfast
at the Virginia Conference Assembly on Saturday
morning, July 30. Richard Early, Pastor of Grace
Mennonite Church, Linville, Va., will be our fea-
tured speaker. Grace received a grant from
Mennonite Men of $30,000 in 1999 to help pay for
their new building. 

Mennonite Men has attempted to both encour-
age the formation of men's groups and to provide
Anabaptist study resources. The Closer Than a
Brother~Men's Series and Momentum are resource
materials available for men's groups. Booklets are
available from Mennonite Men or Mennonite
Publishing Network.

The JoinHands Mennonite Church Building
Program, Mennonite Men's major program, pro-
vides church building grants, up to $50,000, to
young congregations acquiring their first church
building. Grants of $360,000 have been approved
for nine congregations building their first meeting-
house, and five additional grant applications are
currently being processed. Since the beginning of
the JoinHands program in 1985, 42 churches in
Canada, the United States and overseas have
received church building grants for a total of more
than $1.1 million.

There are presently only 14 persons from
Virginia that participate in the JoinHands program.
This is an opportunity for many more persons to
help support "Kingdom" work in regions beyond.  

How can you be involved? (1) Volunteer your
building skills to churches acquiring their first
church building. (2) Become a participant in the
JoinHands Mennonite Church Building Program by
contributing $100 twice a year.

For more information, go to www.mennonite-
men.org or contact Glenn Horst, Representative to
Virginia Conference, 151 Wilkins Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, (540) 542-0510 or e-mail:
grh@visuallink.com. Glenn also welcomes any
questions related to men's issues.

• Glenn Horst,
Mennonite Men Representative

 

Mennonite Men seek
ways to get involved

One of the resources used
by Mennonite Men to 
promote friendship building
among men.

JoinHands Mennonite
Church Building Program is
the major mission program
of Mennonite Men. In the
last two years, they have
issued six grants to congre-
gations for their first meet-
inghouses, including one for
Grace Mennonite Church, a
member of Virginia
Mennonite Conference.

The happy, excited voices of the children could
be heard as we walked up to the Center Halleluja
preschool in Lëzhe, Albania.  Fifteen pair of inquis-
itive eyes turned toward us as Loren and I smiled
and said, “Hello!”  We were interrupting their mid-
morning snack time of sandwiches and juice, but
children can eat, talk and grin for the camera at the
same time.  The digital camera brought smiles of
glee when each child caught a glimpse of their
bright and shining faces on the little screen.  

Language was not a barrier!  Loren was soon
involved in playing pitch and catch with several
children, who never seemed to tire of the game.  I
was entrusted with the responsibility of holding
some baby dolls and patting their backs when they
fussed.  We were welcomed quite quickly into the
world of the Albanian Gypsy children with their
warm hugs and joyful laughter.

Norma Teles, a VMBM missionary from
Brazil, has a special place in her heart for the
Gypsy community of Lëzhe.  This group of people
is not nomadic, being forced to stay in one location
while living many years under communism.  Most
Gypsy children do not attend school because of the
discrimination they feel from the larger Albanian
community.  With the encouragement these chil-
dren are receiving, Norma hopes that these and
many more will start attending school.  

Each Monday when the group of bright, cre-
ative children arrive, Norma and her two assis-
tants, Flora and Merita, begin the morning by help-
ing the children wash their hands and by trimming
fingernails.  After taking a turn in the warm, soapy
water, the children are so eager to show off the
results of clean hands and trimmed finger nails.  

A place of love in Lëzhe

Earlene Horst plays with Gypsy children at the Center Halleluja pre-
school, a ministry of VMBM worker Norma Teles, in Lezhe, Albania.

Loren and Earlene Horst visit Center Halleluja 
preschool, a ministry to Gypsy children in Albania
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The basics of good manners are taught through
lessons and example.  After play time one day,
Norma asked a student to put some toys away and
received the answer of “No!”  When Norma asked,
“Why not?” the little girl responded with a quick
answer, “Because you didn't say please!”

Norma and her staff share the love of Jesus
with the children each Monday, Wednesday and
Friday morning by teaching Bible stories and
songs. They emphasize God's love for each child
and the fact that each person is precious in His
eyes!  We watched during the play time as an ener-
getic girl jumped on a tricycle and proceeded to
ride around and around a row of chairs singing a
song about the Bible, loud enough for everyone to
hear.  

Norma's love for the Gypsy community reach-
es out through visits to families of her students
and Saturday children's activities.  As Norma, Flora
and Merita said their goodbyes and closed the gate
to the school, it was plain to see that the love they
give so freely is being returned to them.  Parents
waved, hugs were given and children ran along
beside their teachers, not wanting to see them go.
The fragrance of God's love, like a sweet-smelling
flower, will linger in the village for a long time.

• Earlene Horst
VMBM Ministry Assistant

From February 18-March 1, my husband Ken
and I traveled to K*sovo and Italy. In K*sovo we,
along with Keith Blank from Eastern Mennonite
Missions and missionary Jeff Linthicum, explored
various locations for long-term work. Jeff arranged
for us to meet with valuable resource people who
gave input into determining location and the type
of "business" to launch. 

In Prishtina, we enjoyed a lovely home-cooked
meal with the family of Halil, who is an ethnic
Albanian, as are the majority of K*sovars. He,
along with his family and village, was a refugee to
Albania during the war with Serbia. In Albania, the
respect and appreciation for Virginia Mennonites
remains strong. We made arrangements to com-
plete the remaining work needed for the building
project at the school. Our hearts went out to
Halil’s gifted young adult children, nephews and
nieces. They are typical in the high level of impor-
tance they place on getting a good education. But
the 70% unemployment rate and the anticipated
UN pullout bring hopelessness and uncertainty
about K*sovo's future stability.

We visited three cities, praying to discern
God's leading. In Pudejevo, a city near the Serbian
border, the scarcity of women out and about in
town was noticeable. The southern city of Prizren,
second largest in K*sovo and mostly Muslim with
Turkish influence is in the breadbasket area.
Destruction is evident from last year's "March
Madness," when K*sovars destroyed a lot of
remaining Serb property. Istog, a friendly town of
40,000-50,000 people, has no Protestant witness.
There are connections with the church of a mis-
sionary about a half hour away. This city held
appeal for long-term work because of its openness
and possibility for networking with other 
missionaries.

During our stay, significant contacts were
made. Justine Horsfall, the director of the
Association of International Missions, encouraged
our involvement in teaching computer technology
or other businesses. Arturo, a 27-year-old K*sovar,
is leading the largest Protestant congregation of
about 100 people, 60 of whom are K*sovars. He
welcomes mission agencies to join in planting
churches, supports the vision of business ventures
to provide jobs for the local people, and desires to
develop a Bible Institute for leadership and disci-
pleship training. John, a Korean-American who for-
merly worked for Enron, is using his extraordinary
talent for Christ in micro-financing, bringing hope
to many farmers and small businesses, after
Enron's fall produced a life-change in him. He was
a source of valuable information and counsel.

Continue to pray for the believers in the region
and for ongoing discernment for long-term work.

• Sue Horst
Ken Horst is Director of Partners in Mission and tranSend

Reconnecting in K*sova

Two K*sovar girls sing worship
songs during a service.



My experiences of mutual aid
in the farming community where I
grew up in Pennsylvania come to
mind as I  reflect on providing
quality care and compassion to
members of our society having
reached a place in life when caring
for themselves, or by their family

members, has become too much to bear alone. The
federal government program Medicaid was
designed to help when an individual or couple's
financial resources no longer met the need for the
level of care required. Today, in the Commonwealth
of Virginia the amount paid by Medicaid for nursing
care is approximately $25,000 less than the cost to
provide care to one person for one year, and the
expectancy that the need for such care will grow as
our population ages.  The question before us is:
who is responsible to cover that shortfall?

How do we continue to fund the care of those
most in need and without financial resources as the
burden on Medicaid funds grows under the weight
of individuals divesting of their assets to meet eligi-
bility requirements?  When that happens, the
responsibility to pay for health care is shifted to
others if Medicaid payment is insufficient.   Who is
primarily responsible to makeup the difference
between Medicaid funding and actual cost of care
when parents pass on assets to children and make
contributions to ministries in order to become eligi-
ble for Medicaid?  Is it the individual's family,
church, donors, health care organizations, or taxpay-
ers?  Is it ethical for children to expect health care

organizations and donors to subsidize their lifestyle
up to the value of the assets they receive from their
parents?   Is it ethical for persons to contribute
their assets to ministries and then expect health-
care organizations, taxpayers, and donors to subsi-
dize their health care?

In cases where persons divest assets to children
the primary responsibility transfers to the children
at least up to the value of the assets they receive,
and more if the children have the financial capacity
that will allow them to do more and not become
impoverished and thereby shift the responsibility
for their future healthcare on to others.   Beyond
that, it is the shared responsibility of the govern-
ment, family, church, donors, and health care organ-
ization.  As all of us planned for our future care the
ethical decision is to first set aside, using the best
financial advice available, what may be required to
care for ourselves.  What is left can be given to chil-
dren and our favorite ministries.   Not-for-profit
organizations seeking financial gifts should respect-
fully decline a financial gift when there is clear evi-
dence the gift will likely shift the responsibility for
the prospective donor's future care on to others.
These practices will encourage personal accounta-
bility and discourage shifting the burden of future
healthcare onto taxpayers, donors, and healthcare
organizations.

Contact Ron with responses to this article at
roney@vmrc.org or 540-564-3401.
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In the April 2005 issue of Church Educator, a magazine of "creative
resources for church educators," Elaine M. Ward writes about mak-
ing worship meaningful to youth.  A minister decided to teach on a
subject of the youth's choosing, every third Sunday of the month.
The young people were preparing for college and what to do with
their lives, and said, "Well if God's got anything to do with my life, it
has to do with my vocation.  How do I know the will of God?"  That
Sunday, the front rows of the church were filled with youth, the par-
ents of the youth all attended church because they knew the ser-
mon was about something meaningful to their children.  Later, the
pastor met with the youth and their parents to discuss the sermon
and ask questions. Ward goes on to challenge churches to get
their youth more involved in worship, and offers some suggestions.
• Brainstorm with the worship committee, youth ministry team
and/or youth to discover the needs and gifts of the youth in the
church.  How can you change your worship to recognize everyone

as participating members?  How can you maintain freshness, cre-
ativity and beauty in the traditional church rituals?
• Explore the possibilities of involving young people in dance,
drama, scripture reading, prayer, musical talent, etc.  Invite the
youth to lead a worship service.  (Many congregations do this once
a year or on a more regular basis.)
• Encourage parents to encourage their youth's participation in
worship and its preparation.
• Rotate teams of young people before they burn out if youth are
involved in worship.  Ask the current team to train a new team.

The Resource Center is open 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Contact Jill Landis at (540) 432-4219 or
crc@emu.edu to make arrangements for evening use.

Visit www.emu.edu/seminary/crc to browse our catalog. 

Congregational Resource Center

The conundrum of healthcare provision

Ron Yoder
CEO, VMRC
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A Steak Barbecue & “Cruise in” for Camp at
Highland Retreat will be held Saturday,
June 25.  Bring your antique or classic car
to display in the afternoon after 2:00 P.M.
Other activities beginning at 3:00 include a
bicycle tour of the community, zipline &
super swing for teens, and funyaks at the
pond.  The swimming pool will be open all
afternoon.  The barbecue begins at 5:00.

Bring a potluck salad and dessert. Donations will
benefit the summer youth camping program.  

A-frame cabins and campsites are available and
free for families and individuals that weekend.
Advance reservations are required.  Contact the
camp at (540) 852-3226 or info@highlandretreat.org.

The second annual Juried Art Exhibition will be held at
Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community,
Harrisonburg, June 5-July 5. It is free and open to
the public. For more information, call (540) 564-3400.

Penny Power 2005 is underway! The proceeds will ben-
efit children in Italy and Bolivia. Crystal and
Christopher Lehman in Italy are the missionary chil-
dren of Phil and Marcia and through friendships, they
are able to minister to their Italian peers. Penny Power
will help them in that valuable ministry. 

In Bolivia, PRONATS is an organization that helps
working children receive an education and is a
healthy environment for kids to grow. Penny Power will
help this program of MCC succeed. Churches are
encouraged to pick up a blue water jug from the
Conference Center, 901 Parkwood Dr., Harrisonburg,
and place it prominently in your church.  

Experience the beautiful
Shenandoah Valley and ride in
the eighth annual Bike
Shenandoah 2005 Cycle for
Service, September 24. The
proceeds will benefit four
organizations: Mennonite

Media, Mennonite Central Committee, Virginia
Mennonite Board of Missions, and the Harrisonburg
Pregnancy Center. Register now by visiting
www.bikeshenandoah.org or call Laura Moyers at
(540) 434-9727. 

Announcements

Connections (USPS 007-205)
Virginia Mennonite Board of Missions
Virginia Mennonite Conference
901 Parkwood Drive
Harrisonburg, VA 22802-2498

Periodical
postage
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Collect  coins  for  Penny  Power!

This year’s projects will help
children from Italy to Bolivia.

Help us raise $16,000!

Penny Power

Register
online at
vmconf.org  

Join us for the 95th annual
Conference  Assembly
at Virginia Commonwealth

University in Richmond
July  28-330,  2005

Register now!

Experience spiritual growth, dynamic
speakers, delegate sessions, 

children’s and youth activities,
evening entertainment, and more!


