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Celebration of Ministry honors Jacob and Lucy Shenk

By STEVE CARPENTER
Virginia Mennonite Conference Coordinator

On November 15, 158 people gath-
ered in the Eastern Mennonite School
dining hall to honor the lives and legacy
of Jacob and Lucy Shenk.

This couple owned and operated the
Shenk Hatchery in Harrisonburg, Va., in
the early- to mid-20th century.

Jacob was an innovator, both in his
hatchery business, his work for missions
and his personal life. Jacob was one of the
first Mennonites in the Shenandoah
Valley to own and pilot an airplane which
enabled him to get to church meetings in
less time than driving. (Church regula-
tions did not allow Mennonites to have
radios during this time but there were no
rules regarding airplanes.)

His hatchery innovations, during the
industry’s infancy, were revolutionary.
This caused his business to both grow
and prosper. Under the influence of R.G.
Letourneau’s 1941 book God Runs My
Business, Jacob decided to give away 90%
of his earnings. In 1943 he worked out an
agreement with the IRS which allowed it.

A self-taught draftsman, Jacob
designed and helped finance the building
of Eastern Mennonite College’s (EMC)
Lehman Auditorium and Northlawn dor-
mitory. Although their gifts were made
anonymously, it is estimated the Shenks
gave from $4-$5 million to EMC in
today’s dollars. He served as EMC
trustee and on the boards of Rockingham
Memorial Hospital and Virginia
Mennonite Board of Missions and
Charities (now VMMissions). Jacob also
designed and help fund several church
buildings.

This was a busy man. One story, told
at the banquet, recalled Jacob using two
razors, one in each hand, to save a few

Paul, Ellen, Virginia and James Shenk hold a composite photo of their parents, Jacob and Lucy Shenk
Photo: Steve Carpenter

seconds shaving in the morning. He was
also a devoted husband and father. His
niece, Doris J. Shenk recalled him fondly,
“Uncle Jacob often did the breakfast and
supper dishes on Sunday so Aunt Lucy
had time to dress and comb the little
girls.

One Sunday evening George R.
Brunk II, who lived across the drive,
called and said, “I think it is wonderful
that you do the dishes for Lucy, but
would you please close the blind at the
sink. I don’t want Margaret getting any
ideas.”

Their youngest child Ellen wrote a
biographical piece for the banquet which
described Jacob’s tragic death on March
24, 1950: “Jacob died at age 50 in a plane
crash near Mountain City, Tennessee,
which also claimed the life of his passen-

ger, Melvin Weaver. They were returning
from exploring a mission endeavor in
Tennessee where Melvin and his family
would serve. When the plane broke apart
in mid-air, Jacob’s Bible was torn and the
pages scattered. In response to this acci-
dent, Quincy Brown, on whose farm the
plane crashed, began a church in the
area.” His passing shocked the communi-
ty.

However, 58 years later, Jacob and
Lucy continue to give to the Lord’s work
through their children, friends and
extended family. At this gathering to
remember their legacy, $6,640 was raised
for Virginia Mennonite Conference. VMC
matched it with an equal contribution to
the Tennessee/Carolina/Kentucky
Ministerial Training and Trust Fund.



At the brink of a New Year

There is
the story of the
elderly lady
who, upon
hearing the
grandfather
clock in the hall
strike thirteen,
shook her hus-
band awake to
say with great
alarm, “Wake
up, pa, it’s later than it’s ever been!” As
we trash our 2008 calendar, and hang in
its place one for 2009, we no doubt share
the sentiments of this startled lady. It’s
getting later and later all the time!

We know that time is God’s gift and
we are the stewards of it. What did we
accomplish last year? If God graciously
gives us a full and productive life through
2009, how will we spend the minutes and
hours that lay before us? Maybe these
words from an anonymous source say it
best.

* Take time to work; it is the price

of success

¢ Take time to think; it is the source

of power

* Take time to play; it is the secret of

perpetual youth

e Take time to read; it is the fountain

of wisdom

* Take time to be friendly; it is the

road to happiness

Ed Bontrager
Director of USA Ministries

e Take time to dream; it is hitching
your wagon to a star

 Take time to love and be loved; it is
the privilege of redeemed people

 Take time to look around and serve;
it is too short a day to be selfish

 Take time to laugh; it is the music
of the soul

e Take time for God; it is life’s only
lasting investment

We used to sing that song, “Work for
the night is coming when man’s work is
done.” As a young boy growing up in a
church of better-than-average singers in
western New York, that song meant to
me that the men worked during the day.
But the women in the evening and night
hours had to prepare supper, wash the
dishes and do other domestic duties
while the men could rest; their work was
done! Later I discovered that the words
of Jesus in John 9:4 talks about the night
coming when no man (or no woman) can
work, had some deeper meaning!

Hopefully through 2009 and beyond
we can say with Jesus, “I must work the
works of Him that sent me while it is
day...” In the scope of all eternity we
are able to live but one day at a time, but
we are living for eternity in that one day.

).// //Z{’J 22 A/)’? 767 E/?,t

Couple to jointly serve as
new Western Regional
Conference Youth Minister

Kevin “Shaun” and Wendy Hostetter
Davis are serving starting in January in a
newly-created role as the Western
Regional Conference Youth Minister.
They will share this ¥4 time position with
responsibility to provide resources for
pastors, youth sponsors and parents of
Middle and Senior High youth. They will
focus on the 12 churches in the
Tennessee/Carolina/ Kentucky District,
Eastern Carolina District and
Christiansburg Mennonite Fellowship.

They will have responsibilities to
equip pastors, sponsors and parents for
youth ministry and help Middle and
Senior High School youth connect with
VMC and MC USA youth events.

Shaun and Wendy are members of
Mt. View Mennonite Church in Hickory,
N.C.
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'S’cories of Peace

sponsored by the Peace Coordinators

of the Virginia Mennonite Conference

A forgiving heart

By FLYNN RANCHOD
Pastor of Calvary Community Church Chesapeake

I grew up in South Africa, but moved
to the U.S. with my family in 2001. I per-
sonally experienced the apartheid system
of complete racial separation. When I
think of nonviolence in action, the most
profound example that stands out is the
peaceful transition and tremendous
change that took place in my country due
to God’s divine intervention and human
forgiveness.

The whole world was watching the
1994 elections of South Africa, expecting
them to be extremely violent. Many
observers predicted that only a bloody
revolution could overturn the brutal
white-controlled government. Even on
the eve of the elections, South Africa was
torn by fear, political violence, and

divisions between black and white
communities.

However, these elections were a
remarkable turn of events where a black
leader imprisoned for 26 years and a
white leader willing to change worked
together for a new South Africa.

I believe that God played such an
important part in the elections, and that
is why they took place so peacefully. One
of the instrumental things that occurred
was when Michael Cassidy, the head of
African Enterprises in South Africa,
called all churches in the nation to pray
for the free elections.

A gathering of 50,000 people took
place at the Kings Park Stadium in
Kwazulu Natal, the hottest spot in the
country. Together, we prayed for the elec-
tions to be peaceful, and that is exactly
what transpired.

The bloody revolution that some pre-
dicted became one of the most peaceful
elections to happen in the world, and we
give the credit to God.

Twenty-three million people, includ-
ing 17 million black people, voted for the
first time. That day marked the dawn of
freedom for all in our country.

The tremendous change that occurred
afterward was due to the way that Nelson
Mandela was able to forgive. After all of
his years in prison, he came to power
without animosity or vengeance, but with
a forgiving heart. His example was the
most important aspect that led others to
come together in peace. Black and white
began to work together.

Forgiveness is so very important. The
Bible says that if we don’t forgive, God
can’t forgive us. With forgiveness, many
things can be solved.

VMC Peace Committee advocates receive MMA Journey Award

Couple practices stewardship to answer God's calling

By KENDA MISHLER, MMA staff

Dave and Krista King Powell were
presented with the 2008 MMA Journey
Award yesterday, Nov. 23, at Springdale
Mennonite Church. The Waynesboro, Va.,
couple was chosen for the award based
on their holistic stewardship approach to
life.

Within their congregation and Virginia
Mennonite Conference they are known
as people of peace, serving as coordina-
tors for the conference’s Peace
Committee the last five years. They
encourage a network of people passionate
about peace in congregations. Dave was
the first organizer of the Hymn Sing for
Peace held annually for the last 10 years
in Washington, D.C.

However, the Powells are also known
as intentional stewards of money, time,
and the earth. Their broad concerns have

helped to expand Springdale’s view
of stewardship, said their pastor,
Mark Schloneger.

Serving as church treasurer,

Krista has helped facilitate steward-
ship education at Springdale. An
accountant, she also mentors a
community woman who faces finan-
cial challenges.

After three years of service in Haiti,
Dave came back to the United States pas-
sionate about care of the earth and peace.
He became a scientist, helping companies
address various environmental issues,
such as land development and wetland
conservation.

Krista says she was influenced by her
father’s experience in Pax Service after
World War II. “It was quite an important
part of his life,” she said. Now she’s

MMA church relations manager, Beryl Jantzi, presents the MMA
Journey Award to Krista and Dave Powell.

trying to pass on that commitment to
peace to their sons. “We try to teach
them about being peacemakers, even
though sometimes it’s a struggle about
how to do it,” Krista said.

The Powells asked that the $5,000
Journey Award be divided among
Springdale Mennonite Church, Virginia
Mennonite Conference, and Mennonite
Central Committee.

January 2009 Connections



Italian Mennonites “called to serve”

By SHAWN AND LAURA GREEN
VMM tranSenders Comunita della Speranza,
Termini Imeresi, Italy

We had the opportunity over the first
weekend in November to attend the 21st
annual conference of the Italian
Mennonite Church. The conference
brought together believers from four
churches in Sicily and from Centro
Koinonia (Bari) in southern Italy. Gaetano
di Francia, a much-loved Sicilian leader,
was the keynote speaker. His dynamic
messages challenged us on the theme,
“Called to Serve.” He focused on ser-
vanthood out of love for Christ and His
Body and how best to use spiritual gifts,
both in service to our brothers and

sisters in Christ, as well as to those out-
side the faith.

Each congregation shared an update
on their ministries, including testimonies
recounting what God has done in people’s
lives during the past year. For example,
many were moved to tears by the dra-
matic reading of Psalms 121, translated
and read in Sicilian dialect by a new
believer from the Shalom church. This
young actor and his wife sing and lead a
theater troupe that travels all over Italy
and beyond, giving dramatic presenta-
tions in the Sicilian language.

A youth rally was held on Sunday
afternoon in which the youth gave leader-
ship to the entire service. Gaetano’s

message challenged them to live out
their faith in daily life without being con-
trolled by what others think. Since many
teens and young adults struggle for
approval from their peers, it was a good
reminder that ultimately what God thinks
is most important.

Much fellowship and renewing of
friendships took place among the differ-
ent congregations. Many enjoyed the
opportunity to touch base with the
extended church family. The annual con-
ference is definitely a time of spiritual
refreshment, renewal, and encourage-
ment through worshipping together in
music, personal testimony, and biblical
messages.

Retiring minister honored by the Italian Mennonite Church

By SHAWN AND LAURA GREEN
VMM tranSenders Comunita della Speranza,
Termini Imeresi, Italy

Salvatore di Girolamo was honored in
a celebrative worship service at Centro
Agape, Palermo, Italy, on October 12. He
served the “mother” church of Palermo
in a variety of positions for many years.
Although still part of the congregation, he
will have a reduced role, allowing
younger men to develop their leadership
gifts.

His story is a testimony to the impor-
tance of children’s ministries. It was just
after WWII when Sicily was ravaged by
fighting, that his grandmother brought
him to Sunday school in the newly-estab-
lished Mennonite church in Palermo.
Pasta, bread, and olive oil were distrib-
uted to those who attended. Salvatore
and his grandmother went to the services
only as long as this post-war aid was
given. Years later, however, Salvatore’s
wife and family began searching for God
and got involved studying with Jehovah'’s
Witnesses. Quickly realizing that their
teachings were not biblical, Salvatore
began searching for the church he
remembered from his childhood. After
finding Centro Agape he and his family
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Italian Church leaders honor Salvatore. Back row from left: Pino Arena, Toni Ceraulo, Francesco Sapienza, Franco Arena,
Phil Lehman, Willard Eberly, church planter and VMM Mediterranean Regional Director. In front: Francesco Picone,
president of Chiesa Evangelica Mennonite Italiana and Salvatore di Girolamo.

Photo courtesy of Shawn and Laura Green.

came to faith in Jesus. In fact, all five of
them were baptized together in an unfor-
gettable baptismal celebration—the
resulting fruit of the seed planted in the
children’s ministry many years earlier.
Salvatore’s experience as a high
school teacher and vice-principal pre-
pared him well for an effective teaching
and preaching ministry in the church.
Today his heritage of faith has been
passed down, not only to his children, but

also to his grandchildren. His oldest
daughter is married to the Mennonite
pastor at Termini Imerese and is actively
involved in women'’s ministry. His middle
daughter serves in children’s ministries,
while the youngest is married to one of
the worship leaders of Centro Agape.

Salvatore’s faithful ministry has
touched many lives throughout the years.
May God bless him and his family in this
new stage of his life.



Photo: Galen R. Lehman

Festival of Praise raises
funds for hurricane relief

The seventh annual Festival of Praise, held
on November 2 in the Eastern Mennonite
School auditorium, brought together 12 men’s
singing groups and a mass chorus of 60 men
directed by Jay Hartzler.

The offering of $4,100 benefited hurricane
disaster relief in Haiti and other regions of the
Caribbean.
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EMES aims to develop a culture of peacemaking

By LYNETTE MAST
Peacehuilding class teacher at EMES

There is no peace in the World
without peace in the Nation
There is no peace in the Nation
without peace in the Town
There is no peace in the Town
without peace in the Home
There is no peace in the Home
without peace in the Heart

Since we opened our doors in fall
2005, we at Eastern Mennonite
Elementary School have been deliberate
in teaching about conflict resolution and
non-violence.

We aim at EMES to develop a peace-
able culture in school. This begins with
modeling ways of approaching conflict
with a non-violent perspective and pro-
viding students with tools to embrace and
practice that perspective. Conflict is
inevitable, but our students learn that
when they handle disagreements with
care, deeper and more meaningful rela-
tionships can result.

A peaceable culture embraces diversi-
ty and accepts cultural variety. It encour-
ages empathy and acceptance. It helps
our children to know and befriend people
in other cultures. It encourages

compassion so that thoughts of war,
oppression, corruption and indignities
become unacceptable. By learning to
know people in other places, we will
not wish them harm. Our lives are
enriched when we celebrate different
family traditions, a new language, or a
unique food.

We know children thrive when
they learn to accept and love others
far beyond the doors of the school.

Our activities often include efforts to
share with others in communities close
to home and in the broader world.

Mennonites have been committed to
peace building for centuries. Schools like
EMES that have a rich heritage of peace
building can offer a visibly different
example—a counter-culture example—to
others.

Nurtured in this school culture, our
students grow up to contribute to society
with a new vision. It’s a way of life that
responds in a non-violent way to conflict
and strives to restore broken relation-
ships. It nurtures young people who
make daily life decisions with the under-
standing that they are part of an intercon-
nected community.

Lily Taylor and Isabella Lopes-Murphy hug after working
through their conflict and coming to an agreement.
Photo: Maria Archer

By striving to build a peaceable cli-
mate at EMES, the children, teachers and
parents seek to find life and joy in
working together toward restoration of
God’s creation—peace between people
and peace between people and the earth.

gregational Resource Center

Though it may look bleak outdoors, your
personal growth and the learning curve for
your congregation can be quite healthy
during the winter months.

Among the several hundred group studies in the
CRC is a Covenant Bible Study called “Hebrews:
Beyond Christianity 101.” Author: Edward Poling.

“Men Get Depression” is the title of a DVD with
videos for men of three different age groups: 18-
30, 30-55 and 55+.

True hospitality warms the coldest day. A new book
by Steve Clapp, Fred Bernhard, and Ed Bontrager

explores this topic in “Deep & Wide: Hospitality
and the Faithful Church.”

Exciting new resources for youth ministry include 4
DVDs and 6 programming books. “Peace DVD:
Especially for Youth” includes scripture, discus-
sion starters, and encouragement to answer the
question “What can one person do?”

“Mind Over Media: the Power of Making Sound
Entertainment Choices” is recommended for
families or small groups. Also for families is a
Feature Films for Families production called
“Return to the Secret Garden.” Theme is redis-
covering the true meaning of friendship.

For personal spiritual growth, Wil Hernandez' book
“Henri Nouwen: A Spirituality of Imperfection”
is worth a look. Our vulnerability and brokenness
are ways to God, not necessarily roadblocks on the
journey.

Open 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Call 540.432.4219 or go to the online catalog at
www.emu.edu/seminary/crc to browse.

Your contributions through Virginia Mennonite
Conference enable this center to operate. Take
advantage of it!

Connections January 2009



"600¢ A ur vouNsy ut
GT A[qUIOSSY 90UdIJUO))
PIIOA\ 9JUOUUSIA] 10]
a1edoaxd Aoty se Aengered ur

sayoanyd jsndeqeuy
oy} 10y Aeig -Hm

*Y[Se) SIY} JOJ WOop
-SIM pue JYSISul Way) Jueisd
Po5) ABJA "ISLIYY) JO 9AO[ 9Y}
yum Ajunwwod SUoWy
9} JO 2I0W OB [[IM A9Y}
Je1]) ‘YoIny)) 9JIUOUUIN

Suowy ("O°N) Om

*SUOISSTIAIAIA ySnoay)
saoe[d snoLiea ur Surop

SI PO5) JBUYM 98 [[IM NOA
‘pa1a3sidai-a1d aAey NOA J]
mquosLLRH ‘dIYSMO[[a]
“UUSJA] 9OBIL) JB SUIUDAD

SIY} P[OY ST SUOISSII ON

JO UOTIBIQR[d)) ¥

*s1odo[eAap Ajrunwitod yium
1om A9} st way) 9pms 0
9NUIUOD [[IM POX) Jey) AeI]
‘puUNoS AJ[BIIUIOU0Id pue
A[[eO130]009 dIB YOIYM SI9)
-[13 193eM JO J09[01d e yym

]SISSE ‘RISY 1SBIYINOS wN

anury
-U0D [[IM UOLRI[IOU0ISI IR}
pue ‘uaddey [im ymois
TRy} ISLIYY 03 [nyyIre;
urewal [[im 4313 Jey) 03u0)
pue eIURZUR], ‘Omequily

Ul SI9)SIS pUE SId NN

T0"SUOTSSTIIWA MMM 0

03 ‘UOIRWLIOJUL 10, A[[eUOI}
-BUIDJUI IO §[) ) Ul IOYID
QAISS URD [00S Aepung

JO uo11e3a13u0d INOA

woJy dnois e sdeyrad ¢1our
-wms SIY) Wed) UOISSIJA Ul

SI9ULIRJ B UO 9AISS
0] 9[(e[lBAR NOA 91y ON

*BISY [eIIUD)) Ul A[[eroadss
‘SNS9[ JO SMAN PooL)
93 Jo peaids a1y 10} Aexd

‘Kepung diysmoyoq mN

*9A0[ SIH peaids pue pio]

93 Jo Aol ay) souarIadxo

1M £31]) JeY) ‘SIOASI[( JO

dnois suy} 10y AeIq "pEpPIULI],

YoINnyY) SUOUUIIA

opueIx) 213URS 9y}

UM sepyearq 1oheid e pesy
[[1M IS99 19IBSIRIN

pue pIeyory Aepoy, .?N

AJ03O1H 913 J0J ARIg
*Y[Se] Sy} 10 JySIsur
PUB JUSWILIAISIP dARY 0)
wiy 10y Ae1J "SUOISSIATINA
JO UOISIA 91} N0 SuIf1Ied Ul
YIOM ISY}INJ I0] POMOUSI SI

PUE 9ABD[ 9IATOS/APNIS B PO
-1o1dwo0d JSIOH UI0] mN

"BluEqry

‘Qluysnry jo uordax ay}

Ul SIOAJIA( 91} 93eINOIUD
0} S3[998 97 Sk ATJSIUIW pue
OI] SIY I9A0 SuIssa[q Aeig

Kepying s,21qui) NN

‘uiqog, [0xe) 7 Ay
“WAY) 9[qRU 0] POX)

YSY AIIUNo [[ews SIy} ut
SUOI}B39I3U0D Y} YIM SIS
119} 9IBYS [[IM £31]) pue
OISNW Ul PajjIs ST Joquiawt
Yory "AepO} PEpIULI], Ul
SUIALLIE ST ““BJ WO} AJIWE]

Tey ay3 ‘ooerd ur oxe
SIU_DWNOOP 3] [[e I -HN

-1301q INO 10} ABI]
*JSPIW JI9Y} UI SAOUI [[IM
nadg A[oH 243 991393803
9IBYS PUE }[NSUOD SAIOUITE
UOISSTW 9)IUOUUS]A] SNOLIBA
woJj S9ANeIuUasaIdar se
Jey) AeId "08eIIY)) UI Yoom
STy} 90e[d SO3B) SOLIISIUIIA]

[BUOT}BUISIU] JO ON

“YOINTYD [BI0] 9} 0} WY}
Juriq [[m 30BjU0d U103
-Uo I19Y) Jey) Ae1 "SI9peIs
18 PUE [}/, JO SISSE[D

oM} 03 YSISuy yoea) ‘sjued
-onxed puasuedy ‘Tpqdue)

eIne  pue 9A91S mH

PHIOM ST} UQ
‘SJuD

-Jed 197 1M UOIJORISIUL

98eINOOUS pUR SPIY 9}

0 snsa[ SUIAI] B MOUS 0}

Surwre ‘yred ajeys e Je SaI[l

-WeJ 119y} pue yInok ysti-je

0} Anjsiurur e urdaq A9y se
‘ON ‘weyers 4701
191N 10y Aeig

TNINA

43noIy) pliom ayj punoie
BUI0p SI POX) JBYM 998
pue SWod ‘Parslsigar-oxd
9ARY NOA JT -oxeadesat)

‘OIN uesea[d TN
Je SUIUSAD SIY) p[ay Suraq

ST JU9A9 SUOISSIJAI Nﬂ

Juapisaxd NNA
‘ugrax

s,pox) ur ojednred ued pue
8uo[aq AdY) [99] A3 2I0UM
[yoInyo e puyy Aewr £31)
Aead fsuy) oy A[nyyirey
Surarf ojur Ind synpe Sunok

Auew jeyy A310U9 mnﬂ

U} JOJ SYUBY) DAIL)

UV ST ABpof,
+9oeyd s1y) ur soead
S,ISLIY)) JO SHUSWNIISUL
9q £ayy AN "spunois
-}orq JO AJ9LIBA B WOJ] JJelS
pue sjuspnys 03 9jea1 A9y}
Se KJISISATU() eruenyIry

‘uewrelul(] Asjog mnﬂ

‘PI[[BISUI 9 URD ISI}
Jo 210w Jey) ARIq A[IUSID
-1JJ9 POOM UIN( PUB SOWOY
93 JO N0 9YOWS 9B} S,
*SOWIOY [BJ0] UI S9A0)S
poom A[puaLij A[[ed180[099
0M] PI[[BISUI B[BWIDJBNL) UI
Juedmonaed puaduedy
‘snyz)01S pate[ .qnﬂ

[1ouno) jo urneaw y
Arey] ur syuaxed

I19Y) [3IM UOTJRORA SUO[ B
SUIMO[[0] 191SOUIDS PUOIIS
J0J AURULIDY) Ul AWSPRIY
189104 Yor[g 0} UIJAI A3}
se uewya] 1oydojsuy)
pue [e1s£1)
10y 1oAe1d ur og

‘0139uajuoIA Uy
suy) 03

SIUSWIIWOD IS} Ul YINOA

9y} uay3uans 0] W]

S pue SSU[NJYIIR] 191 J0J

POD yuey, *9z19g ‘yoIny)

JB9(] Ssnsof ur diysiom

Ul S)Npe pue YnoA ‘uaip
“TIY0 pa [[eYSIe]N
AKoueN Aep1alsax

‘uonjeardsur pue uon
-BULIOJUI 10J 9w0D pue [oged
j[oR( U0 OJul 99s] doe[d
INoA 9A19s9Yy “juasaxd oq
T4 A[I9qF BAF PUE PIB[IM
*DIN UO3AR(] I8 SUIUSA

SI) L0QD]] UDIUDLLINPI

YJI0 UOLDAQD]0)) SADI H-ﬂ

JO UOIIRIR[R))
"Ije)S pue Sjuapnis

M D3IA 18 UondRIIUI
POO3 pUE [9ARI} 9Jes SIY I0J
Aeiq -yuerd [eorsAyd ay3 ur
9391100 SOISITY 9IDIISAN
9} JB YIUOUI B IO 9AIDS
[T 9 d19ym erdory)y

J10J mOI1I0t0} OH

SOABJ[ UILIBJ\] SUBH

‘UBA
yoInyd e apraoid [[Im pos)
1) JoAeid sysonbal 9oy
Sowe[ 10JSeq SUIAISSYURY],
Uo yoIny) AJunuuior)
ueaI0y] A1) suaydalg a3
POPUS)IR SOI[IR] MAU
9911} 1Y} POX) ISIeI]

29 9A9)S J0J AeIg
*SUOULIOJA] PUB S9SSIUIM
yeAOYa[ Jo SuIyoea)
9} 03 JSBIIUOD UI dASI[(
om Jeym Surmouy uo 4yeiy
‘9saIoW] IUIULIYY, JB YIuow
ST} S9IpM§ 9[qly SPes]
9y se s1afe1d 1o soyaul
‘Quedon.red puadued)
‘U9915) UMBYS

*S}1ae91 AUBW UI U)Ie]
Y3HIq PIOM S, poYH JO 9ISE],,
SIY} ABJA] "WYY} 9AIDII
Ape[S oym SpuaLyy pue A|
-Iwey 0} SIepud[ed 2n3dLg
Kep-e-93ed jo spues
-NOYJ JAIS SIQAJIRq
UeI[e)] ‘UOSeas SIy) uf

‘agengue] oY) UIed|

pue 9A1[ 03 99e[d B Y99S

A91]) Se way} I0J SI00p

uado [[1m pox) Jey) Aeid

*9JIAIIS JO ULID) IBIA-E

e Juruursaq ‘eIsy ynos ur

PaALLIR I9JySNnep pue Ayny
29 [9eYIIN ‘sjued
-1onaed puadiedt Aepo,

*SIOPES] YIINYD [BIO] UM

[1e39P UI UOISIA SIJ} 9IBYS

0] 3INQUOSLLIBH UI P[oY SeMm

uredW B 1T I9qUIddd(]

uQ ‘sodeys suruuerd ay) ur
9Ie soAnenu] oruedsiy
9JIUOUUA 9} Sk ABIJ

MAN] Y3 SSTUWL 3, UO(]
TOQUIDAON

ur o19y) pasndeq sem

Jey) AJIurey ayj JIoj pue ‘sIy)

10§ pOY JUBY[, "PEPIULL],

‘PIOLY USS[IR)) UL SAVIAISS

UoouIa)Je Aepung a1

J0J saniqisuodsar surye)
9Ie sarIwe] (IR pue
TURUWIR[ 9} ‘YIUOW SIY ],

. SOLIBRUOISSTW
1S9[1],, 9S9Y) U0 SUISSI[q
SIH pue Sy} J10J poy juey],
‘[[om 93endue] 9y} JuruIes|
9Ie pue A[e}] Ul [00YdS
0} Sunsnipe a1e S[ppry
YEIeS] 7 Wepy ‘YOI

2anyng 9y} 10y sueld pue ‘e

ur 9J1| 03 sIsnfpe-a1 9ys se

yeIeS 10 ARIJ "B[RUID)RNL)
UL 9IAISS pUasued,
WOJJ POUINIAI A[JUa091
JOnequINIA YeIeS

Kepu4

repudje’) Jafeid

‘yina [enjruds Surieys 1oy
sonmuniioddo aq [[Im 919y}
SPUSLY UBTUR([Y IIOU} [IM
Aep 1y} £0[Ud SOLIBUOISSTWL

se Jey) Aeid “Surnses] jo Aep

—BIUR([Y Ul 1894 dY) JO
Aeprjoy juerroduwr jsowr
9y} ST AB(] S, JB9X MIN

Aepsiny)

Aepsaupap

600T AYVNNVI

"GEGG-10/ (008) 10 SI0TSUOISSIWWAD)UBWYS] BHO]
10R1U0D ‘lepuad|ed Jakeld ayy Josuods 03 ayi| PNom noA J|

Aepsan)

(AIN) 8 :ST uyor
Lso|diosip Aw aq 01
SOAJ9SINOA Sumoys ‘Unij yonw Jeaq

noA jey) ‘X10i8 s,

SUo01IBUU0Y

e4 Aw 0] s1 syj,,




A women’s community Bible study is being
offered at Harrisonburg Mennonite
Church using Beth Moore’s recently
released study Esther: It’s Tough Being a
Woman. The study will be held Tuesdays
for 10 weeks, March 3 - May 5, 2009.
Morning sessions are from 9-11 a.m.
Evening sessions are 6:30-8:15 p.m.
Registration and a $20 member book fee
are due by February 8 to Jeannie Smith,
(540) 564-0332. Come join your sisters
(and bring a friend) as we seek God’s plan
for each of our lives “for such a time as
this!”

Men'’s Retreat will be held at Williamsburg
Christian Retreat Center, March 6-8,
2009. Our speaker this year is Myron
Augsburger. Join us for a time of meaning-
ful worship, inspired teaching, and great
fellowship. Please check our website
www.wecrc.info or call 866-566-WCRC for
more information.

Would you like to gain leadership skills to
effectively manage conflict as well as
strategies to navigate your organization

Connections (USPS 007-205)
Virginia Mennonite Missions
Virginia Mennonite Conference
901 Parkwood Drive
Harrisonburg, VA 22802-2498
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through a turbulent environment?

EMU’s Center for Justice and
Peacebuilding, MBA, and ADCP pro-
grams have once again joined with the
Harrisonburg community to offer Seminars
in Organizational Leadership. There will be
six half-day seminars, January-April 2009.
$79/seminar or $399/series (10% discount
for Chamber members.) Register at

www.emu.edu/ctp/seminarseries or call
(540) 432-4651.

Fight the winter doldrums, and join fami-
ly, friends and the VMRC community in
celebrating WinterFest 2009, a day-long
event of food, fun, and entertainment for
people of all ages! WinterFest, sponsored
by the VMRC Auxiliary, will be held at
VMRC on Saturday, January 31, 7:30 a.m.
- 3 p.m. All profits will benefit the VMRC
Good Samaritan Annual Fund.

Planned events include: a groundhog
breakfast, juried silent auction, crafts sale,
baked goods, children’s activities, Glick &
Phillips performance, winter picnic lunch,
open swim hours, Whitlock Family
Ensemble performance, campus tours,
popcorn, balloons, roaming musicians,
clown, snowman, and Punxsutawney visi-
tors.

Parking and shuttle service will be
available from the Park View Mennonite
Church parking lot. Advance tickets for
the two meals and music programs will be
on sale beginning January 5 at VMRC,
Red Front and Park View Federal Credit
Union. For more details, go to
www.vmrc.org and click on “Foundation”
then “WinterFest,” or call (540) 564-3400.

Don't miss the New Year's Celebration with
Mediterranean Flavor with Willard & Eva
Eberly, long-term missionaries in Italy.
Come to Dayton Mennonite Church fel-
lowship hall, Sunday, January 11, 5 p.m.,
taste delectable foods, and be inspired
by how the Good News is spreading in
that region. Contact Diane Bowman by
January 7 to reserve your space: email
diane.bowman@vmmissions.org or call
(540) 434-9727 or (800) 707-5535.

Virginia Mennonite Conference’s
Adult Winter Bible School 2009
Studying the book of Acts

Eastern Mennonite School Auditorium
Six Sunday nights at 6:30 p.m.
February 8 - March 15, 2009

WITH PAUL IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Acts, Mission, and Globalization

featuring Dr. Linford Stutzman
Bible teacher and Professor of
Bible and Religion at
Eastern Mennonite University




