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57th   ANNUAL MISSIONS DAY 
May 8, 2010
This year Annual Day was changed to a Saturday in an attempt to accommodate more women’s schedules.  Attendance was down to 78 women compared to approximately 100 women other years, however we were blessed by the generosity of the women who attended and all mission needs were met.
 
The day began with a continental breakfast, followed by some wonderful harmonies as the group “Finely Tuned” sang during our gathering in the sanctuary.  Great music continued after a welcome and prayer by Aldine Musser, with congregational singing led by Hannah Wenger.  
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Offerings received totaled $2240 which was down a bit, but considering a lower attendance, we are grateful.  Eight churches gave a total of $995, with the remaining majority coming from individual donors.  Special projects chosen were Sarah Schoenhals in Thailand (chosen by VMM), underwriting a portion of the book “A People of Peace” by Gloria Deiner (chosen by MWV executive committee), and Bridge of Hope (chosen by Zion Mennonite Church) with each project receiving $250.
 
Our guest speaker for this day was Twila Yoder titling her talk “The Layers of Our Lives.”  She spoke about evaluating our past, present and future as we open ourselves to any changes God may have for us.
 
Just before lunch we auctioned off the mission needs and every single one was taken and covered financially in a very short amount of time!
 
After a delicious salad bar lunch we were treated to more music and theatrical skills.  Stories from our history were re-told in character and costume as well as read by others. 

Jane Burkholder as played Susanna in a one-woman narrative, 2 Skits created by Denise Oberholtzer depicting women’s sewing circles were presented, and Susan Huyard read a brief excerpt from Zion Mennonite’s Story.

 Looking more at the present and future, Marianna Lorenzana talked about the Mennonite Hispanic Initiative and how God is growing their church as they continue to train leaders and minister to Latinos.  
 
As secretary of MWV, this was my first year attending this event and I was quite moved by the generosity displayed and testimonies given.
 
--submitted by Denise Oberholtzer, Secretary
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever
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World Day of Prayer 2011: Chile

How Many Loaves Have You?
On Friday March 4, 2011 the women of Chile invite us to join with them in an opening procession, carrying a “panera”, the name that Chileans give to their everyday bread basket. Bread is central to their daily life and sharing bread is a universal sign of hospitality.


Enduring a devastating earthquake in February, 2010, the women of Chile further encourage us to enter a process that draws us into theBible, into the context of Chile and into the real situations of our lives and communities. How many loaves have you? What are your gifts? What can you share? These are questions we are asked to ponder as we reflect on the meaning of the theme. 

Visit the World Day of Prayer USA website to download the materials written 

by the women of Chile.

http://www.wdpusa.org/index.html
“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.” ~Anatole France



National PREP Meeting 2010

The Fields are Ripe: Focusing our Mission [image: image1.jpg]



Every two years about forty women come together from around the United States for one purpose – PREP, Preparing, Resourcing, Encouraging, and Praising. We are all officers in our state conferences of Mennonite Women gathering to learn, share and praise the Lord.   In 2010, the PREP meeting was held in Henderson, Nebraska.  For the nine of us coming from the East, the warm welcome and hospitality started as soon as we stepped off the plane in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Lisa Peters met us with a smile and a great tasting snack. We traveled about an hour west to Henderson with just enough time to stop at the Henderson gift shop, Pedal Pusher, which was a perfect place to purchase a necklace for ourselves or a homecoming gift for our family.  

Around 5PM, our small contingent of nine met the other 27 members of our group at the Bethesda Mennonite Church Fellowship Hall.  After a brief orientation session, we ate supper together.  The food was wonderful all throughout the weekend.  After dinner we started our first session where we got acquainted and shared some of the activities that each of our conferences sponsor. 

Here are some of the activities:

· Annual Sewing Day starting at noon to 8PM

· Women/Girls Weekend

· All Conference Spring Dinner held on a Thursday evening

· 2-Day Comfort Blitz where over 100 Comforters are created

· Sister-Care Retreat 

· Time Outs for Moms

We concluded that we may be moving away from the standard women’s meeting, but it does not diminish the need to minister to each other as sisters in Christ.

First thing, Saturday morning we were truly blessed and inspired by a pipe-organ concert in the church sanctuary. The music was so rich that it engulfed all of our senses.  We then moved to our first session where we discussed whether we are “clothes lines” or “kite strings.”  Most of us determined that we had the capability of being both; however we had a tendency of being one or the other. 

Sharon Kennel, the retiring Central Plains Conference Minister, spoke to us about “Discerning Ministry Focus and Connections.”  She cited several Bible Leaders that were “focused” by different situations in their lives. Joseph focused when he was thrown into prison.  At that point, he worked to become a channel for God through the Pharaoh. David focused when he was young and took on Goliath knowing his strength would come from God using the tools that he had. Then there was Jonah who had no other choice but to focus on God in the belly of a whale. God accomplished his plan in spite of Jonah’s reluctance.  

Sharon then asked us how our conferences discern our ministries and she gave us nine guidelines for ministry focus.

1. Spend time in prayer as a committee.  Identify a time when you saw God in the work that you do. 

2. Know your Context.  Know the people who are being called and use their talents to the best extent possible.  Borrow ideas from others to build your ministry.

3. Be flexible. Think out of the box and willing to change direction if needed.

4. Build on your own experiences. Trust the Holy Spirit’s leading.  Discern with the group not individually.

5. Dream Dreams.  What is possible? Don’t limit God by your groups own expectations.

6. Listen to the young voices among you.

7. Wake up from history. Don’t live on past glory days.  God has us in this present place for a reason. We need to discover His Blessing in today.

8. Tap into readily available resources at the church, conference and national level.   What our other Christian Churches doing in your area?  

9. Fellowship is the Glue. Consider ongoing projects for the monthly meeting. Create channels where women can feel they are wanted, needed and where they feel connected.

Finally Sharon gave us a vision for a Women’s Group. “My dream is that Mennonite Women’s Groups can become a third place - a place that hosts a regular, voluntary, informal and happily anticipated gathering of individuals beyond the realm of home and work. 

A third place is a place between home and work where people connect with each other and feel strong emotional ties because they are creating rewarding meaningful social experiences and a warm community environment. These places don’t have to engage in gimmicks to stimulate participation, they are places that individuals voluntarily choose to visit.” Ray Oldenburg – Sociologist

Saturday evening we wrapped up the PREP meeting with a prairie dinner at one of the ladies’ home.  After dinner, Kathryn Goertzen presented a very entertaining quilt show.  










Submitted by Beth Pease
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"I am praying to you because I know you will answer, O God. �Bend down and listen as I pray." Psalm 17:6 (NLT)








Coming Events:                              





October 29-31, 2010 - Annual Retreat





March 4, 2011 - World Day of Prayer





May 7, 2011 – Annual Missions Day





July 30, 2011– Conference Prayer Breakfast











Courage does not always roar. Sometimes, it is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, “I will try again tomorrow.” - Anonymous





MWV Executive Committee Members








President - Pam De Young


8 Luanita Lane, Newport News, VA 23606


�HYPERLINK "mailto:de_young@verizon.net"�de_young@verizon.net�





Vice President - Vacant





Mission Needs Secretary - Sharon R. Arbaugh               


2311 Barrenridge Road, Staunton, VA  24401


(540) 292-1085    �HYPERLINK "mailto:Joearbaugh@juno.com"�Joearbaugh@juno.com�





Publicity Secretary - Susan Huyard


59 Blackberry Lane, Staunton, VA 24401


 (540) 885-0872   �HYPERLINK "mailto:huyard6@gmail.com"�huyard6@gmail.com�





Treasurer - Mim Haarer


8997 Mt. Zion Road, Linville, VA 22834


(540) 833-4753   �HYPERLINK "mailto:lowellhaarer@juno.com"�lowellhaarer@juno.com�





Secretary – Denise Oberholtzer


197 Quiet Lane, Penn Laird, VA 22846


(540) 289-7191 Obies4@verizon.net






































Mark Your Calendars for the Fall Retreat!!








MWV ANNUAL RETREAT





October 29-31, 2010





Best Western Inn and Suites Conference Center


Waynesboro, VA





Pastor Cindy Voth will speak on “Connecting, Celebrating & Being Cared for by your sisters of the Faith”
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Check out the Mennonite Women of Virginia


Website for the latest updates and coming events!!


http://vmconf.org/related/mwv.htm











Courage does not always roar. Sometimes, it is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, “I will try again tomorrow.” - Anonymous
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